
Nebraska Rural Noncongregate
Summer Meals:

The rural non-congregate (RNC) Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) option allows
eligible rural sponsors to distribute multiple meals at a time to children 1-18 through
grab-and-go or delivery from an SFSP site. This is one sponsor’s experience.

Where: Gothenburg Public Schools, Gothenburg, NE, High School parking lot

Who: Gothenburg Public Schools Career & Community Coordinator,  Rebecca
Jacobsen, Lunchtime Solutions Food Service Director Kourtney Summers
& Team

Model: Drive Thru or Walk Up Grab and Go

Distribution: 9 weeks of meal service in June and July. Service from 11:30-12:30 three
days a week. Meals were provided for all 7 days of the week.

Monday: lunch, breakfast and lunch for Tues., breakfast for Weds.
Wednesday: lunch, breakfast and lunch for Thurs., breakfast for Fri.
Friday: lunch, breakfast and lunch for Sat. & Sun., breakfast for Mon.

Meals: Meals are a mixture of frozen, fresh, and shelf stable. 

Community
Context:

Gothenburg, NE, has a population of around 3,400, while Gothenburg
Public Schools has an enrollment of 756. 40% of students are eligible for
free or reduced-price meals and several areas in town qualify for SFSP
based on area eligibility (50%+ poverty).

Gothenburg Public Schools

“This is a really easy way for
parents to pick up this food and
have it available for their kids

to eat throughout the summer. I
think that's critical.”

-Caroline



P. 402-438-8852
NEAPPLESEED.ORG

 PO BOX 83613
LINCOLN, NE 68501

Nebraska Department of Education
Nutrition Services:
(P) 402-471-2488 or 800-731-2233
(Email) nde.nsweb@nebraska.gov 

Additional Resources:
Nebraska’s New Rural Noncongregate
Summer Food Option - Q&A for Potential
Sponsors

RNC is a permanent USDA program that community sponsors have the chance to
participate in each summer. Reach out to Appleseed or NDE to ask questions or plan
for a future site!

Where can I learn more?

Staffing: 3 staff members prepared Grab-and-Go meals for pickup at the site on
the day of distribution. The same staff did distribution. 

Advertising
and

Outreach:

Gothenburg staff promoted their site through the local newspaper, school
website, and social media pages. The Facebook post about the meal site was
pinned to the top of the school’s page to make sure it was the first thing
seen throughout the summer. Posters were also hung around the school
before the end of the year and information was sent home in folders.

Participation: We caught up with Gothenburg’s
staff on the first day of meal service
for the summer. They started strong
with a long line of cars filling the
parking lot ready for summer meals.
Over the summer the total number
of meals served reached around
15,000 meals.

Families were only asked to RSVP if
they had special dietary needs.

“We have five children at home,
so being able to get just a little
extra assistance anywhere is

always such a huge help to us.” 

-Brittany

mailto:nde.nsweb@nebraska.gov
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