
Candice, parent

It saves me a lot of money!

Fairbury, NE has a population of 3,900 and Fairbury Public School has an
enrollment of 900 students. 54% of students receive free or reduced
price meals and around 5% are English language learners.

Nebraska Rural Noncongregate 
Summer Meals:

The rural non-congregate (RNC) Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) option allows
eligible rural sponsors to distribute multiple meals at a time to children 1-18 through
grab-and-go or delivery from an SFSP site. This is one sponsor’s experience.

Where: Fairbury Public School, Fairbury, NE

Who: Jane Rhine, Nutrition Director, and the Fairbury Public School team

Model: Hybrid on-site lunches and take home breakfasts

Distribution: 8 weeks of meal service in June and July. Service from 11-12:30 pm at
Central Elementary School

Monday - congregate lunch, take home Tues. breakfast
Tuesday - congregate lunch, take home Weds. breakfast
Wednesday - congregate lunch, take home Thurs. breakfast
Thursday - congregate lunch, take home Fri. meals & Mon. breakfast

Meals: 5 days of meals / 10 meals total throughout the week. Warm meals served
for service-day lunches and refridgerator-ready meals for the rest.

Community
Context:

FAIRBURY PUBLIC SCHOOL



P. 402-438-8852
NEAPPLESEED.ORG

 PO BOX 83613
LINCOLN, NE 68501

Nebraska Department of Education
Nutrition Services:
(P) 402-471-2488 or 800-731-2233
(Email) nde.nsweb@nebraska.gov 

Additional Resources:
Nebraska’s New Rural Noncongregate
Summer Food Option - Q&A for Potential
Sponsors

RNC is a permanent USDA program that community sponsors have the chance to
participate in each summer. Reach out to Appleseed or NDE to ask questions or plan
for a future site!

Where can I learn more?

“As a teacher I know some kids don’t
get a good meal at home and they
have to pay for it during the school
year. Knowing this is free and
nutritious all summer is great.”

Paige, parent/teacher

Staffing: Fairbury’s summer meal
team is made up of the
district’s Nutrition Director
and 3 staff. These staff do
meal prep, service, and
cleanup. This group likes
working during the summer
and appreciates giving the
kids a place to gather.

Advertising
and
Outreach:

Meal service is promoted weekly in English and Spanish through
Facebook. Newspaper and radio ads are also running throughout the
summer. The NDE Summer Meals Expansion grant helps pay for
outreach.

Participation
and
Finances:

Participation averages 90-100 kids per day. Summer is a money-maker
for the district. The district is considering a switch to a single, 10-meal
distribution model without congregate service for next year since
summer school is no longer at the site but it is not confirmed.
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