

			
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample Motion to Request a Young Adult Permanency Review Hearing 
For young adults in the Bridge to Independence Program pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-4508(5)

PURPOSE:
Young adults in the Bridge to Independence program have permanency hearings once a year.  These hearings can be conducted either by a judge or another person selected by the judge (a “hearing officer”).  They should be informal and can be held anywhere, which could even include a coffee shop or pizza place!  The purpose of these hearings is to make sure that young adults are getting their needs met and that things are going well – not to get the young adult in trouble or order make the young adult to do things he or she doesn’t want to do.  Young adults should be actively involved in key decisions made at these hearings.

Young adults can ask for an extra hearing at any time, within reason.  Your Independence Coordinator may also request a court hearing at any time, within reason.  Young adults may want to ask for an additional hearing for a number of reasons, such as:
· They are not getting the services they need to be successful
· Their needs are not being met
· They want to make a change to heir case plan
· They don’t agree with a decision that was made about their case
· They have concerns with how their case is being handled

The purpose of this extra hearing would then be for the judge or hearing officer to help resolve the issue or concern.  This could involve the judge making an order to require that a certain service is offered to you or making findings about what rights you have under this law. 

Young adults can also request an attorney and/or CASA volunteer be appointed to their case by either checking the boxes on the second page of the attached form or filling out a Young Adult Motion to Request an Attorney or a Young Adult Motion to Request a CASA Volunteer form, available at neappleseed.org/B2I.

INSTRUCTIONS:
To request an extra hearing, you can fill out the attached form as best you can and get this form to the judge assigned to your case.  You can either take the form to the courthouse yourself or mail it to your judge.  Make sure you put your judge’s name on the envelope, if you know it, so it gets to the right person!

If your case is in Douglas County (Omaha) – you should send the completed form in the mail or take it to:

Douglas County Juvenile Court
C/o Bridge to Independence
1701 Farnam Street, Room 600
Omaha, NE 68183

When the Court schedules the hearing date, the Court will require HHS (your Independence Coordinator) to give you a notice (e.g., letter or other notification) letting you know the time, date and location of the hearing.

If your case is in Douglas County (Omaha) and you have questions about your court case, you can call Ray Curtis, the Douglas County Juvenile Court Administrator at (402) 444-7121 or (402) 444-7885.  It will help if you say at the very beginning that you are calling about your Bridge to Independence case.  
IN THE SEPARATE JUVENILE COURT/COUNTY COURT OF ______________ COUNTY, NEBRASKA
						)
				)			Doc. 	No.
						)
___________________________, YOUNG ADULT	)		MOTION TO REQUEST
(First, last name of young adult)		)		ADDITIONAL YOUNG ADULT
						)		PERMANENCY REVIEW	
				)		HEARING (Bridge to
			)		Independence)

1. I, the Young Adult, request that the court set an additional permanency review hearing pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-4508(5). 

2. In support of this motion, I offer the Court the following information (check all that apply):

· I am not receiving the services and support I need to achieve the goals in my case plan or transition/independent living plan.   Please briefly describe: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I am requesting a change in my case plan or transition/independent living plan. Please briefly describe: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· My Independence Coordinator/the Department of Heath and Human Services is not providing the services and support that are in the agreement we signed when I started in the Bridge to Independence program.  Please briefly describe: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I have a disagreement with what was decided at my 6-month case review.  Please briefly describe: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I have another concern about how my case is being handled.  Please briefly describe: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


· Optional:  I would like to share the following additional information with the judge (attach separate page if necessary): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I would like an attorney to be appointed to represent me. 

· I would like a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) volunteer to be assigned to my case, if one is available.



Date: ________________________________


____________________________________________
Signature of Young Adult	


____________________________________________
Name of Young Adult
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